Differentiating Literacy
is the Currency for Diverse Learners
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At its most basic level,
differentiating instruction e
means “ shaking up ” what
goes on in the classroom

so that students have

* multiple options for *
taking in information,

making sense of ideas,
W and expressing
what they learn. *
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Differentiation is NOT a set of strategies...
It’s a way of thinking about teaching &
learning

Strategies are tools to accomplish the
goals of DI.
They no more differentiation
than a hammer and a saw
are the house
they help to build.




Paving the Way
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to Learning

The Predictive Power
of Mindset

Fixed Growth

Paving the Way
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Huberman, 1983 in
The New Meaning of Educational Change

(3rd Edition) by Michael Fullan

2001, New York: The Teachers College Press, pj
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Paving the Way

= =

to Learning

The New Meaning of Educational Change, Third Editim Michael Fullan




QUALITY CURRICULUM:
THE SHORT VERSION

EngLagement + Understanding = Succep
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Don’t Take the Meaning
out of Learning!!

We're raising a generation of stoplight readers.

We need to be creating a generation of
flashlight readers. -

In a Differentiated Classroom...
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WHAT CAN BE ASSESSED?

Skills

READINESS INTEREST
e Current
Interests
Content |, potential
Knowledge Interests
@ * Talents/Passion

a

Concepts/Principles

LEARNING
PROFILE

* Areas of Strength
and Weakness

* Learning
Preferences

* Self Awareness
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READING INVENTORY

NAME — DATE _

. How do you feel about reading?

. Do you think you are a good reader? Why?

. What was the last book you read?

. What kinds of books do you like to read?

. Do you think it is important to be a good reader? Why?

. What do you do when you come to a word you can’t read?
. Do you read at home?

. What do you usually do after school when you get home?

. Do you like to read? Why?

. Is there anything you would like me to know that would help you have a good
year at school?

Create Independent Learners * Patricia Pavelka * p.43-44
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Variex loumal Pronys

Why did Max go to visit the wild things? Do you think it
was a good idea or a bad idea? Why do you say so?

If you were Max’s mom or dad, write about what you would
think when he went to his room, when he went to where the
wild things are, and when he decided to come home.

Max sometimes talks to himself. Tell us what he sadysn
he goes to his room, as he goes through his visit with the
wild things, when he decides to come home, and when he
returns to his room. What do he and his parents say the ng
morning?
What does it really mean to go where the wild things are?
Write a story about a time when that happened to you o
someone you know. Tell enough so we can see how the
stories are alike and different.
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%essment as Learning: Using Classroom Assessment imieStudent Learning

Lorna M. Earl
Corwin Press, Inc. — 2003 — pp. 86-87
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Differentiation is NOT a set of strategies...
It’s a way of thinking about teaching &
learning

Strategies are tools to accomplish the
goals of DI.
They no more differentiation
than a hammer and a saw
are the house

they help to build.

 #* (#l
ROLE AUDIENCE |FORMAT TOPIC
Shakespeare ¥GGraders |Soliloquy | My many
Today voices
Henrik Mother Letter The role of &
Ibsen woman
Arthur Himself Diary entry| How I'm like
Miller Willie Loman
Tennessee |Edward Albee| Debate We're morg
Williams alike than
different
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Jamala Fisher

Rdg Level

+321 - 123-

LP
QN
VIAIK
GIS
AIPIC
PIW

Int
Soccer
Mysteries

Video Games

Sch. Affil
+

SIP
ELL
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Writing Bingo

Try for one or more BINGOs this month. Remember, you must have a
real reason for the writing experience! If you mail or email your product,
get me to read it first and initial your box! Be sure to use your writing goals

and our class rubric to guide your work.
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Recipe Thank you Letter to the | Directions to | Rules for a
note editor one place to | game
another
Invitation Email request | Letter to a pen | Skit or scene | Interview
for pal, friend, or
information | refative
Newspaper Short story FREE Grocery or Schedule for
article Your choice | shopping list | your work
Advertisement | Cartoon strip | Poem Instructions Greeting card
Letter to your | Proposal to Journal for a | Design for a | Book Think
teacher improve week web page Aloud
something
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THINK ABOUT THESE EARLY OPTIONS l

1. Preassessment
« on clear KUD goals
* interest
« learning profile

(See where it takes you . . .

3. Varied homework
« based on assessment data
« based on small group sessior
« using homework checkers

(See ifithelps .. .)

2. Small group instruction
« to reteach
« to extend
« to monitor

(Make it part of your regular
classroom routines . . .)

4. Provide scaffolding for readin
* Think Alouds
« Cues
« Partner Options
« Highlighted Texts

(Watch what happens . . .)
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Tomlinson /04

Some
practical suggestions
for
making a
differentiated classroom
work smoothly and
effectively

peral ThOUgHS-
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If students have learned
to work independently and in
groups, then teacher time
can be used efficiently to assist
individual students at just
those points where a student
is stuck.

Preparing Teachers for a Changing World What -- ieex Should Learn and Be Able To Do
by Darling-Hammond & Bransford « By Jossey-Bass278 (2 of 2)
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Teacher Checklist for Group Work

Students understand the task goals.

Students understand what's expected of individuals to make the group
work well.

The task matches the goals (leads students to what they should know,
understand, and be able to do).

Most kids should find the task interesting.

The task requires an important contribution from each group

The task is likely to be demanding of the group and its members.

The task requires genuine collaboration to achieve shared understanding.
The timelines are brisk (but not rigid).

Individuals are accountable for their own understanding of all facets of
the task.

There’s a “way out” for students who are not succeeding with the group.
There is opportunity for teacher or peer coaching and in-process quality
checks.

Students understand what to do when they complete their work at a high
level of quality.

Tomlinson « 2000
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Writing Center

Housed in a crate:

Writing prompts Beginning, middle, end book
Squiggle writing Harris Burdick posters
Picture file Story Starters

Specific guidelines and criteria:

This week when you are at the writing center please focus on
the use of excellent WORD CHOICE in your writing. You
may use any available resources to help you give a personal
best effort.

After you complete your piece, go through the peer editing
process and evaluate your word choice with the Six Trait
Writing Rubric before turning it in.
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Expert of the Day &

“Ask Me Hats”
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The use of posters and signs can work as
cues to youngsters as well as promote
independence!

Chalkboard
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