
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Catch ‘em Before They Fall

GET PARENTS INVOLVED:

a. Group presentation at Open House, or...

b. Speak to parents individually at parent-teacher conference

Primary objective: Encourage parents to establish a fifteen-minute daily family “Quiet Time” when all kids read. I explained the nuts and bolts of this plan in an article I wrote for a national parenting magazine and have pasted the most important details of the plan below. 

The most important thing a parent can do to enable a struggling reader or motivate a reluctant one is establish a mandatory, daily reading time in the home. Yes, I know what you’re thinking. “This lady is out of touch with today’s kid. There’s no way my child will stand for a plan that makes him read every day.” And you’re right. He probably won’t stand for it. Go ahead and let him sit. This is one of those times when you need to practice tough love if you truly want to entice your child into the wonderful world of books.

There are a few guidelines to keep in mind when you embark on a required daily reading program. Mandatory reading time should be short. Fifteen minutes is sufficient, and anything over twenty minutes is too much. Ideally, the time slot will precede “fun” activities, occur at the same time every day (including weekends and summers), and include no phone privileges. Let your child read anything he wants (comic books, sports magazines or whatever), but make certain he’s where you can see him at all times. Don’t fall for the  “I’ll read in my bedroom” ploy because if you give the kid an inch, he’ll take the mile. Be stingy about making exceptions to your daily reading plan. Grant them only on rare occasions and only for compelling reasons. 

Initially, expect your reluctant reader to pout (after he has yelled at you and gotten nowhere) and simply stare at one page for fifteen minutes. But...hang in there. After a few days he will tire from the monotony of glaring (which you won’t have noticed) or staring at his book, and he’ll start to read! And in a few more days – if he has chosen material he is interested in – he’ll actually start to enjoy it.

If at all possible, make your child’s mandatory reading time a FAMILY QUIET TIME. It is not realistic or fair to expect a child to become absorbed in the pages of a book if the rest of the family is hooting and hollering over a favorite TV sit-com, or if an older sibling is racing a four-wheeler around the yard. This stipulation may not sit well with some family members, but so be it. If it turns a “reading sucks” kid into a “books rock” student, it’s worth the pain. 

Chair bags 

Students use reading material from their chair bag

*After finishing their work

*During Independent Reading Center time (while teacher is working with another group)

*For “downtime” - waiting for assembly program, special guest’s arrival, etc.

A chair bag (made of denim or heavy cotton) fits over the back of the student’s chair and stays there the entire year. The student should have three print materials in his bag at all times – to be used during down or waiting times. (Some intermediate and middle school teachers also use chair bags for notebooks, etc.) Ask parent volunteers or PTA groups to make the bags. Caution: Do not allow these bags to be used for ANYTHING other than reading (or related academic) material; no apple cores, Kleenex-ex, pencils, etc. The first time you find a "foreign object" in the reading bag, make the punishment fit the crime. (Recess time will be spent reading - in the Principal's office.)

DIRECTIONS: Five-eighths yard of 60” wide material @ $1.00 per yd. makes two bags. Cost per bag (if you get the fabric on sale) is about $.32. Cut fabric in half and trim all four sides with pinking shears (eliminates hemming). Fold one end down approximately 6 inches and the other end in the opposite direction approximately 14 inches. Use sewing machine to stitch both sides. This forms a small pocket to slip over the back of the chair and a larger pocket for the books. For Primary size chairs, a shorter width of material works better. If that isn’t available you will want to trim off some of the width because you don’t want the bag to droop. 

Great Books for Partner Reading – child/adult or two students
You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Stories to Read Together – by Mary Ann Hoberman, Michael Emberley

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to Read Together – by Mary Ann Hoberman, Michael Emberley

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Scary Tales to Read Together – by Mary Ann Hoberman, Michael Emberley
Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices by Paul Fleischman and Eric Beddows. Amazon.com has it for $.96. (Recommended by teachers at a 2007 summer reading conference in Coralville, Iowa.) Appropriate for third and above. TC \l5 "
Half and Half and WE BOTH READ are two series published by Treasure Bay. The first part of a Half and Half book is fictional, followed by non-fiction content that relates to the story. There are three reading levels: Easy, Intermediate, and Advanced. These books are good for parent/child, mentor/student, or cross-grade reading buddies.

WE BOTH READ books, designed for shared reading, are exceptionally good. The adult (or proficient reader) reads the left hand side, and the student reads the right hand page (same topic, bigger print, easier vocabulary). These multi-leveled books (some fantasy and some nonfiction) are wonderful for early and struggling readers. To learn more about these books, go to [www.webothread.com].  

Phonics Comics (graphic novels for little kids – k-2), published by Innovative Kids, are fabulous. An Iowa librarian tells me she cannot keep these books on the shelves because kids think they’re reading a chapter book. There are 40 books in the series, but they can be purchased as singles. I purchased one title from Amazon.com for $.01. Most Phonics Comics titles cost between $.01 and $1.18 (plus s & h) at Amazon. I suggest these NOT be used for instruction or reading aloud. 

Magic Tree House books: The books in this series (40 +) can of course be purchased individually, and are often featured in Scholastic. Written for k-3 interest level, they make history fun by taking you right there, whether it’s France in the Middle Ages, the prairies of America, the moon, or beyond. These books have reportedly transformed a lot of young male reluctant readers.

Little girls’ Chic Lit

Girls k-4th love the Pet Fairy books by Daisy Meadows. To date (Dec. 08) there are seven titles: Bella, the Bunny Fairy; Harriet, the Hamster Fairy; and more.

Picture Books for Boys

50 Below Zero  
Robert Munsch

Parker Picks 
Deborah Levine

The Picture of Morty and Ray 
Daniel Pinkwater and Jack E. David

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs! 
Jon Scieszka

The Water Hole 
Graeme Base

What Are You So Grumpy About? 
Tom Lichtenheld

Yikes!!! 
Robert Florczak

Z is for Zamboni 
Matt Napier

Chapter books for young struggling and/or reluctant guys:

The Weird School series (nineteen books to date) by Dan Gutman and Jim Paillot are extremely popular with 2nd-5th grade boys. Each book pokes good-natured fun at a member of the school staff. Examples: Miss Daisy is Crazy; Dr. Carbles is Losing His Marbles; and Miss Small is Off the Wall.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sight Word Bingo!

Struggling readers gain more from playing Sight Word Bingo than they do from struggling through a worksheet. Go for it. It also makes a good Center.
What You Need:
Pad of Post-It squares (3x3 or smaller) 

Set of 9 or 16 sight words to practice, written on index cards (See the list below for ideas) 

Set of bingo markers, about 10 per player (plastic chips, bottle caps, paper clips, coins, macaroni, M&Ms... be creative and have fun!

Preparation:. 

Each player writes the sight words on Post-It notes, one word per note; players check each other's notes for accurate spelling. Once the prep is done, each player arranges his words in a square on a flat surface. If you're playing with 9 words, you should arrange them in three rows of three. For 16 words, four rows of four. Finally, put the stack of index cards in the center of the playing area, face down.

Play! The first player turns over the top index card and reads the word aloud. Players mark their matching Post-It note with a bingo marker. Once everyone’s done marking, the player shows the card to all gamers, so they can check their work to be sure they’ve got a visual match. Player puts card in the discard pile. Play continues in this manner until a player has marked an entire row on their Bingo “board”. The winner yells "Post-It Bingo!", then the oldest player checks the discard pile to be sure all the marked words have been called.

To start a new game, simply pick up the Post-Its and rearrange the playing grid!

High Frequency Word List

Pre-primer:
a, and, away, big, blue, can, come, down, find, for, funny, go, help, here, I, in, is, it, jump, little, look, make, me, my, not, one, play, red, run, said, see, the, three, to, two, up, we, where, yellow, you
Primer:
all, am, are, at, ate, be, black, brown, but, came, did, do, eat, four, get, good, have, he, into, like, must, new, no, now, on, our, out, please, pretty, ran, ride, saw, say, she, so, soon, that, there, they, this, too, under, want, was, well, went, what, white, who, will, with, yes
1st Grade:
after, again, an, any, as, ask, by, could, every, fly, from, give, giving, had, has, her, him, his, how, just, know, let, live, may, of, old, once, open, over, put, round, some, stop, take, thank, them, then, think, walk, were, when
2nd Grade:
always, around, because, been, before, best, both, buy, call, cold, does, don't, fast, first, five, found, gave, goes, green, its, made, many, off, or, pull, read, right, sing, sit, sleep, tell, their, these, those, upon, us, use, very, wash, which, why, wish, work, would, write, your


3rd Grade:
about, better, bring, carry, clean, cut, done, draw, drink, eight, fall, far, full, got, grow, hold, hot, hurt, if, keep, kind, laugh, light, long, much, myself, never, only, own, pick, seven, shall, show, six, small, start, ten, today, together, try, warm

Common Nouns:
apple, baby, back, ball, bear, bed, bell, bird, birthday, boat, box, boy, bread, brother, cake, car, cat, chair, chicken, children, Christmas, coat, corn, cow, day, dog, doll, door, duck, egg, eye, farm, farmer, father, feet, fire, fish, floor, flower, game, garden, girl, good-bye, grass, ground, hand, head, hill, home, horse, house, kitty, leg, letter, man, men, milk, money, morning, mother, name, nest, night, paper, party, picture, pig, rabbit, rain, ring, robin, Santa Claus, school, seed, sheep, shoe, sister, snow, song, squirrel, stick, street, water, way, wind, window, wood

Popular titles of gross books - guaranteed to appeal to boys of all ages (Check with your Principal before you use them.) Incidentally, IRA has endorsed these books. 

Everyone Poops by Taro Gomi. This book, originally published in Japan, covers poop from elephant to mouse, whale to snake, giraffe to child.
I Have to Go by Robert Munsch, illustrated by Michael Martchenko. The focus in this Canadian book is on a little boy who creates problem after problem despite claiming that he doesn’t have to go to the bathroom.
The Dirty Cowboy by Amy Timberlake, illustrated by Adam Rex. When a cowboy finally takes a bath, his own dog doesn’t recognize him without the stench, and the resulting battle leaves the cowboy both naked and once again dirty.
Hands-on Grossology by Sylvia Branzei, illustrated by Jck Keely. This book of “really gross science experiments” allows youngsters to create such substances as fake wounds, phony poo, s’not snot, and fake edible barf.

The Adventures of Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey. This series, which includes episodes such as “The Attack of the Talking Toilets,” takes George and Harold, two adventure-writing boys, through the experience of seeing their principal, Mr. Krupp, turn into a superhero who dashes around in his underwear.
The Day My Butt Went Psycho by Andy Griffiths. This book and its sequel, which originated in Australia, tell the story of a brave young boy and his crazy runaway butt.
Pee-ew! Is That You, Bertie by David Roberts. Another “smelly” book that will delight kids and make parents groan.

Winchell Cuts the Cheese by Taylor Lee and Peter Van Dijk. Yet another Pork ‘n Beans book that begs to be chuckled at.

Grossology, Grossology and You, Animal Grossology – all by Sylvia Branzai. Three books that kids (especially boys) of all ages will fight to read.

Bubble Homes & Fish Farts and fourteen more quality science books for kids by Fiona Bayrock and Carolyn Conahan.

Absolute MUSTS for EVERY grade level:


I Spy, 


Guinness Book of Records 


Ripley’s Believe It or Not 


Where’s Waldo? Issued in paperback in 2007


A few age appropriate graphic novels for “leisure” reading (Kids like the superhero ones best.)


THE WAY YOU DISPLAY BOOKS MATTERS – A LOT!


*Display books by Genre, Author, or Topic 


*Label displays with “clever” word or phrase


*Change books often


The size of your room (they’re never big enough, are they?) will of course dictate how you display your books, but there are a couple of important principles to keep in mind:


*Kids prefer picking a book from a category they enjoy rather than rifling through a row of “everything but the kitchen sink” books that have only the spine showing.


*If a book is displayed in the same spot for more than two weeks it becomes “part of the woodwork” and its appeal is gone.


*A frontal view of a book’s cover is far more inviting than the spine. The next time you’re in a public library or mainline bookstore, make a mental note of how they display their books. They attempt to catch the reader’s attention by showing the front of books and you need to try and do the same.


There is no perfect way to display books, but following is a list of categories that I used in my first grade classroom. Some books were in plastic crates, some on shelves, and some in racks. I normally had seven different displays going at the same time, and I changed them (about every 2-3 weeks) on a staggered schedule.


*Animals


*Author of the Month


*Fairy Tales


*Jokes


*Magic


*Non-fiction


*Books that correlate with current unit of study


*Classics (Golden Oldies)


*Poetry (Jack Prelutsky, Bruce Lansky, Mother Goose, etc.)


*Just for Guys (“gross” books - which naturally the girls want to read)


*Chic Lit (“girlie” books that the guys won’t touch)


*Teacher’s Favorites (books that teacher has read to class)


*New Books on the Block (recent releases)


*Graphic Novels (I didn’t use graphic novels when I was in the classroom, but I definitely would if I were teaching today.) It’s a whole new world and we must adapt to the times.

Appeal to Their Vanity

(This is a copy of an article I wrote for Reading Today – March/April 2008)


Does this profile fit a majority of your students? They...

$ 
Are reluctant readers

$ 
Detest book reports

$ 
Embrace computers

$ 
Crave recognition


If you answered “no,” you stand alone. If you answered “yes,” read on. Help is a mouse click away.


Ideally, the traditional student-written book report accomplishes three objectives: The student reads a book; learns how to organize and record his thoughts in a meaningful manner; is motivated to read another book by the same author or in the same genre. Realistically, it achieves none of these goals because the assignment turns the kid off. What’s the solution? If they don’t learn the way we teach, teach the way they learn.


Appeal to the student’s vanity by letting him see his book review (remove “report” from your vocabulary) published on the Internet. When kids know that people around the world will be reading their reviews, they put extra thought and effort into their work. When they see their reviews published and hear their families rave about their work, they’re inspired to do it again. Recognition is a powerful motivator.


Some teachers post student reviews on the classroom’s homepage, some use the district’s Web site, and some publish on one or more of the commercial sites listed below. All are effective. 


Children at any grade level can write reviews for publication, but little kids need someone to do the typing and posting. Middle and high school students, computer clubs, parent volunteers, and paraprofessionals make good candidates. The following sites all publish student book reviews. Some also publish artwork and other forms of student writing.


* www.amazon.com (Amazon)


To post review, type the title of the book in the Search box. Near the bottom of that book’s page look for the link that says: "I have read this book and want to review it." No purchase necessary.


* www.bn.com (Barnes & Noble) Same procedure as Amazon. Use “Customer Reviews” link.


* www.learningunlimitedllc.com (Learning Unlimited)


Student emails review to ktyson – at – learningunlimitedllc.com  


* www.worldofreading.org (Ann Arbor District Library)


Accepts book reviews, poems and short stories.


* www.bookshelf.com (Kids Book Shelf)


Accepts reviews, poems, and short stories. Site creator Christina Lewis says, “If they’re old enough to pick up a pencil and write, I’ll put it on my site.”


* http://www.bookhooks.com (Book Hooks) Posts reviews, stories, poems and drawings.

WEBSITES THAT APPEAL TO KIDS & REQUIRE READING:


For a detailed list of sixty plus exceptionally good student Websites, go to my site at www.theteachersdesk.com, click on the contact button and ask for the Website handout. (Yes, it’s free.) Each site’s content is described, along with the appropriate age/grade level. Following are the best ones (in my opinion) for little kids.www.professorgarfield.org is brand new and positively the best kids’ site I have found. Critical thinking games that kids will fight to play: reading, math, science, history, music and art. 

http://www.storyplace.org/ Early Elementary Library. (Preschool-Kdgn.) Stories with accompanying online activities and printable paper-pencil follow-up activities.


http://www.doodlestudio.com/paint/paint1.html Doodle. This is a super site for kids of all ages - if they like to draw, or need extra practice with writing their letters (either manuscript or cursive). Really good for developing eye-hand coordination. Kids can email their “masterpiece” to be published online!


http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Rhymes.html Rebus Rhymes. Dozens of rebus rhymes on every theme imaginable. Good for the early and struggling reader.


http://www.learningplanet.com/ Learning Planet. Interactive activities to help kids learn math, languages, problem solving and grammar. Learning activities for preschoolers through grade six. This site sells stuff, but the freebie activities (they provide as bait) are good.


http://pbskids.org/games.html PBS Kids.  Lots of online learning games for young kids (k-2). Alphabet games, numbers, adventure games and puzzles. Kids have fun and learn at the same time.


http://www.uptoten.com/ Up to Ten (years). 776 fun learning games.


Guideposts for Kids (http://www.GP4K.com) is an interactive, entertaining, and empowering place for kids 6-12 to learn and play.


www.Learninglaffs.com Although this site is advertised as “Humor for Educators” (which it is), it includes a super section of printable blank comic strips where kids can add their own text. Excellent enrichment activity for gifted kids. For 2nd – 12th grades. 

www.starfall.com Most teachers rave about this site for the little ones. I’m not convinced that it is the way to present early reading strategies, but I’m in the minority on that viewpoint. Check it out for yourself and see what you think.
www.ology.amnh.org Ology is a totally free science website for kids ages 7 and up. It is the award winning kid’s site maintained by the American Museum of Natural History. On Ology kids go on their own expeditions to collect Ology card about specimens, tools, animals, and discoveries. Each Ology card is filled with stories, quizzes, pictures, and stats. Kids can create personal homepages on Ology for their car collections, etc.
http://disney.go.com/home/today/index.html It’s Disney - need I say more? Interactive and has great sound affects.


http://www.magickeys.com/books/index.html Children’s Storybooks Online. Don’t miss this one. Books are categorized for Young Children, Older Children, and Young Adults. Great site for hooking reluctant readers. 


http://alphaclp.clpgh.org/ein/monroevl/kid-funthings.html#Games This is a little known site (developed by a public library), but it’s a good one. Loaded with Fun Things for Kids to do on the Web. Has stuff appropriate for all elementary kids, but main focus is K-4th.


http://yucky.kids.discovery.com/noflash/index.html Advertised as the “Yuckiest Site on the Internet.” Stories, games, and activities on the “yucky” topics kids love - worms, bodily functions, etc. Gross stuff that gets kids attention and compels them to read.


http://www.funbrain.com/ Loads of kid-appropriate games. Some teach; others are just for fun. Sections for each discipline and all ages (K-6).


http://www.funschool.com/ You have to dodge the advertisements on this site, but once you do you’ll find some cool stuff. Content is divided into age appropriate sections: Preschool through 6th grade. 


www.RIF.org Homepage for Reading is Fundamental. Has Activity Lab, Game Station, Book Zone, and Express Yourself departments. Also Kids’ Contests and e-cards. Presented in English and Spanish. Pre-school-2nd.


www.studydog.com Early reading software program for pre-K through 2nd. Purchase price of $24.95 to $49.95 per child, but free to low-income families. Has good balance between fun and education. Great for home use - particularly with struggling readers.


www.readingA-Z.com $49.95 annual fee per classroom, but teachers tell me it is well worth the cost. Leveled Readers, Benchmark Books and Running Records, Phonics Program, Poetry, Alphabet Materials, High-Frequency Word Books, Vocabulary Books and Activities, Fluency Passages, Reader’s Theater Scripts, and Assessments (of course). Appropriate for K-6, ESL/ELL, special education, and remedial reading.

Write Traits Classroom Kits K-8

Master teacher and former colleague Donalyn Pogue piloted two writing programs in her kindergarten room in 2008-09, and at the end of the year those little tykes were writing (and reading) more like early-in-the-year second graders. It was phenomenal. She used parts of two separate programs (simultaneously) because they worked well together, but had different strengths. All kindergarten classes in my home district (Independence, IA) will be using this material in 2009-10.

· Write Traits® Kindergarten 2008 by Great Source Education Group, a division of Hougton Mifflin: Teacher’s Guide to accompany Big Book (used with entire class), Coco Writes. The kids REALLY loved Coco Writes. www.GreatSource.com. Great Source has classroom kits (writing) for grades k-8, but I have only seen the one for kindergarten. I REALLY like the kindergarten kit, so I assume the other levels are good also. 
· Teaching Writing in Kindergarten by Randee Bergen; published By Scholastic 2008. 
Here is what one kindergarten student wrote in April.

“On the weekend the caterpillars made there chrisulis. One chrisulis fell off. it myte be ded. That one myte not come out as a butterfly. Because it myte be ded. So that’s why I think it myte.” The child drew a chrysalis at the end of the story, with an arrow pointing downward. The word “Down” was written below the arrow. (Apparently that was the “chrisulis that fell off because it myte be ded.”)

Not bad, huh? 

Weekly Log for INDEPENDENT (not assigned) Reading TC \l2 "
1.A magazine article about Michael Jordan________________

2.Chapter 7 in Little House on the Prairie_________________

3.The jokes in Ranger Rick____________________________

4.Mr. Grumpy’s Outing________________________________

5.The menu at McDonald’s_______________________

6.Pages 38-112 in Traveling Into Outer Space_____________

7.Email from Grandma_______________________________

8.A recipe for Ooey Gooey Chocolate Delight_____________

9.Directions for using my cell phone__________________
Suggestions for using Reading Log

· Display reading logs in prominent place (not in your desk drawer).

· Every child must record one line – no more, no less – at designated time each week.

· If student has done no unassigned reading during the week he writes, “I read nothing this week.”

· Do not require information about author, illustrator, etc.

· Do not ask parents to sign a “reading verification” slip and do not grill the student about what he has read. (You don’t have the time.) Use the “honor system” and hope for the best. Sure, some will be less than truthful, but the advantages of skipping the “drill and kill” exercises outweigh the disadvantages.

· Class assigned reading should not be recorded.


I have corrected the spelling in the letter that follows, but nothing else has been changed. Mr. Baines is a seventh grade teacher, so I am assuming Josh is 12 or 13 years old. Mr. Baines’ method (as told by Josh) is too good not to share. 


Mr. Baines is my teacher. You met him at some reading meeting for teachers in Tunica, MS. He said you wanted to hear from somebody that likes to read now but didn’t use to like to read. That’s me for sure. He says you want to know what it was that turned us on to books. Well let me tell you that it was Mr. Baines. Mr. Baines is the coolest guy in the world. You won’t believe this but he actually played football at Mississippi College. He says he wasn’t very good but I know he is lying. He is awesome so he would be good at anything he did. And do you want to know what’s weird? He loves to read. He says that reading ranks right up there with football and his wife. He doesn’t have any kids yet. Well I can understand why he ranks reading almost as high as football but I’m not sure about the wife part. Girls are dumb. But anyway I guess what you really want to know is how I came to like books at this late stage of my life. I am in seventh grade and Mr. Baines is my teacher. Did I already tell you that? Anyway on the first day of school this year Mr. Baines told us about his Reading Rocks program and now I will tell you about it. Mr. Baines has two shelves in our room with only the kind of books that kids like on them. There is a sign above the top shelf that says Reading Rocks Books. No dumb books are on those shelves except the ones that girls like like Sarah Plain and Tall. Anyway every Monday is Reading Rocks day for one hour. Mr. Baines picks one book from the shelf and tells a little about it and reads a part of it to us. He always stops reading at a really exciting part when we will want to know what happens next. And then comes the cool part. Anyone who wants a chance to check out the book gets to put his name in Mr. Baines’ football helmet and the name that is drawn out is the winner. Lots of times he has quite a few copies of the book and when he does there is a name drawn for each book. Sometimes he has other books by that author too and when he does there are also names drawn for those books. Anybody’s name who doesn’t get drawn but had their name in the helmet gets to pick a different book from the Reading Rocks shelf if they want to. Mr. Baines takes turns with the kinds of books he shares. The first week he shared a book that he thought everybody would like. I think it was called Flipped. The second week he shares a book that boys like and the third week he shares a book that girls like. And then he starts over again. We never have to put our name in the helmet if we don’t want a chance to check out the book he shares but most of us always want a chance. But sometimes I don’t want a chance at the girlie books. Girls are so dumb. On those weeks I just check out a book from Mr. Baines Reading Rocks shelf. Well now you know why I like to read now. My mom is real proud of me and she hopes I will keep reading next year when I am in 8th grade and not in Mr. Baines room. I think I will. I hope I have answered your questions. I never wrote to a famous person before and I am kind of scared about whether or not you will like my letter. If you do will you please let me know?


Your friend,


Josh Hereen


Jacquie’s note: I responded to Josh’s email and told him that I loved his letter. I also told him that I am not famous, but I am special. Why? Because I’m a teacher...just like you.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1K-2 teachers goldmine: www.thevirtualvine@aol.com 

Operated by Primary Special Education teacher Cindy Montgomery of Lumberton, MS, this site is a must for primary teachers. Includes activities, printables and tips for dozens of units.

Trophies (2nd grade)

The Kissing Hand

Pirates

Very Hungry Caterpillar

Math Connections

Back to School

NASCAR

Frog and Toad

Ocean Alive

Pumpkins Aplenty

Spring

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom

Apple Pickin’ Time

Penguins

Busy Busy Bees

United We Stand

ABCs

Bears

Old McDonald’s Farm

Special Education

2nd grade links

Mother’s Day

Rainbows

Literacy Connections (some great poems)

Mixed Up Chameleons 

Wild About Watermelons

Peter Rabbit

Frozen Noses

Cindy sends out a newsletter three or four times a year announcing additions and updates she has made for her units - all available to you at no cost. You can register for Cindy’s newsletter at her website. I HIGHLY recommend it. (Cindy’s philosophy: “If they don’t learn the way you teach, teach the way they learn.”) Isn’t that great?

Pencil Grip

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1As a grandma of a kindergartener who holds her pencil incorrectly and a former first grade teacher to dozens of kids who had the same problem, this suggestion caught my eye. It comes from teacher Mary Anne Edwards of West Virginia. She says (paraphrased)...

Many young kids (and some not so young) hold their pencils incorrectly. You can help by showing the child - with the aid of stickers or permanent marker dots - how to place his thumb, index, and middle finger in the proper position. Attach one green sticker (or make a dot) in the thumb position (on the left side of the pencil), a yellow sticker on the top of the pencil where he should place his index finger, and a red sticker at the bottom (just under the yellow sticker) where his middle finger goes. Once you’re “stickered” up, he’s ready to write.

P.S. I added the magic marker option to Mary Anne’s suggestion because I think stickers might tend to fall (or get picked) off. If you choose to go the marker route you will probably want to substitute a different color for yellow.

I urge you to share this idea with moms of young kids, daycare providers, preschool teachers, and kindergarten and first grade teachers. By the time kids are in second grade it’s nearly impossible to get them to change the way they grip a pencil - no matter how “wrong” or awkward it is.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sight Word Bingo!

Struggling readers gain more from playing Sight Word Bingo than they do from struggling through a worksheet. Go for it. It also makes a good Center.


What You Need:
pad of Post-It squares (3x3 or smaller) 

set of 9 or 16 sight words to practice, written on index cards (See the list below for ideas) 

a set of bingo markers, about 10 per player (plastic chips, bottle caps, paper clips, coins, macaroni, M&Ms... be creative and have fun!
Prepare the game. Each player writes the sight words on Post-It notes, one word per note; players check each other's notes for accurate spelling. Once the prep is done, each player arranges his words in a square on a flat surface. If you're playing with 9 words, you should arrange them in three rows of three. For 16 words, four rows of four. Finally, put the stack of index cards in the center of the playing area, face down.

Play! The first player turns over the top index card and reads the word aloud. Players mark their matching Post-It note with a bingo marker. Once everyone’s done marking, the player shows the card to all gamers, so they can check their work to be sure they’ve got a visual match. Player puts card in the discard pile. Play continues in this manner until a player has marked an entire row on their Bingo “board”. The winner yells "Post-It Bingo!", then the oldest player checks the discard pile to be sure all the marked words have been called.

To start a new game, simply pick up the Post-Its and rearrange the playing grid!

For Reference: A “High Frequency” Word List

Pre-primer:
a, and, away, big, blue, can, come, down, find, for, funny, go, help, here, I, in, is, it, jump, little, look, make, me, my, not, one, play, red, run, said, see, the, three, to, two, up, we, where, yellow, you

Primer:
all, am, are, at, ate, be, black, brown, but, came, did, do, eat, four, get, good, have, he, into, like, must, new, no, now, on, our, out, please, pretty, ran, ride, saw, say, she, so, soon, that, there, they, this, too, under, want, was, well, went, what, white, who, will, with, yes

1st Grade:
after, again, an, any, as, ask, by, could, every, fly, from, give, giving, had, has, her, him, his, how, just, know, let, live, may, of, old, once, open, over, put, round, some, stop, take, thank, them, then, think, walk, were, when
2nd Grade:
always, around, because, been, before, best, both, buy, call, cold, does, don't, fast, first, five, found, gave, goes, green, its, made, many, off, or, pull, read, right, sing, sit, sleep, tell, their, these, those, upon, us, use, very, wash, which, why, wish, work, would, write, your

3rd Grade:
about, better, bring, carry, clean, cut, done, draw, drink, eight, fall, far, full, got, grow, hold, hot, hurt, if, keep, kind, laugh, light, long, much, myself, never, only, own, pick, seven, shall, show, six, small, start, ten, today, together, try, warm

Common Nouns:
apple, baby, back, ball, bear, bed, bell, bird, birthday, boat, box, boy, bread, brother, cake, car, cat, chair, chicken, children, Christmas, coat, corn, cow, day, dog, doll, door, duck, egg, eye, farm, farmer, father, feet, fire, fish, floor, flower, game, garden, girl, good-bye, grass, ground, hand, head, hill, home, horse, house, kitty, leg, letter, man, men, milk, money, morning, mother, name, nest, night, paper, party, picture, pig, rabbit, rain, ring, robin, Santa Claus, school, seed, sheep, shoe, sister, snow, song, squirrel, stick, street, water, way, wind, window, wood


