
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Enable, Motivate and Enrich

3rd - 12th 

GET PARENTS INVOLVED:

Combine forces with other teachers and invite parents of struggling and reluctant readers to a “Help Me Help Your Child” night. See sample letter on following page. Write the letter on school stationery, and mail it in an envelope with the school’s return address. (Invitations or notices sent home in backpacks never see the light of day.)

The primary objective of the meeting is to encourage parents to establish a fifteen-minute daily family “Quiet Time” when all kids read. I explained the nuts and bolts of this plan in an article I wrote for a national parenting magazine and have pasted the most important details of the plan below. 

The most important thing a parent can do to enable a struggling reader or motivate a reluctant one is establish a mandatory, daily reading time in the home. Yes, I know what you’re thinking. “This lady is out of touch with today’s kid. There’s no way my child will stand for a plan that makes him read every day.” And you’re right. He probably won’t stand for it. Go ahead and let him sit. This is one of those times when you need to practice tough love if you truly want to entice your child into the wonderful world of books.

There are a few guidelines to keep in mind when you embark on a required daily reading program. Mandatory reading time should be short. Fifteen minutes is sufficient, and anything over twenty minutes is too much. Ideally, the time slot will precede “fun” activities, occur at the same time every day (including weekends and summers), and include no phone privileges. Let your child read anything he wants (comic books, sports magazines or whatever), but make certain he’s where you can see him at all times. Don’t fall for the  “I’ll read in my bedroom” ploy because if you give the kid an inch, he’ll take the mile. Be stingy about making exceptions to your daily reading plan. Grant them only on rare occasions and only for compelling reasons. 

Initially, expect your reluctant reader to pout (after he has yelled at you and gotten nowhere) and simply stare at one page for fifteen minutes. But...hang in there. After a few days he will tire from the monotony of glaring (which you won’t have noticed) or staring at his book, and he’ll start to read! And in a few more days – if he has chosen material he is interested in – he’ll actually start to enjoy it.

If at all possible, make your child’s mandatory reading time a FAMILY QUIET TIME. It is not realistic or fair to expect a child to become absorbed in the pages of a book if the rest of the family is hooting and hollering over a favorite TV sit-com, or if an older sibling is racing a four-wheeler around the yard. This stipulation may not sit well with some family members, but so be it. If it turns a “reading sucks” kid into a “books rock” student, it’s worth the pain.

Jacquie McTaggart

www.theteachersdesk.com
mctag@indytel.com
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Brown,

Let me start by assuring you that you are not the only parent who is receiving this note. Your child has many peers riding with him in the struggling or reluctant reader bus. (A Reluctant Reader is a child between 7 and 14 who can read but doesn’t like to read, and therefore does not read – unless forced to.) I believe your child is one who can be transformed from an “I hate reading” kid into a “This book is awesome” student. There is just one catch – I need your help to accomplish this mission. 

A few colleagues and I are hosting an informal “Help Us Help Your Child” gathering on Thursday evening, Sept. 18 starting at 7 o’clock. We will meet in Miss Smith’s room. We have some specific suggestions that we would like to discuss regarding ways that you can help us. And we will welcome your ideas on things you would like us to do to help your child become a better or more motivated reader.

Please understand that there is no reason to be fearful or hesitant about attending this meeting. There will be absolutely no lecturing, blaming or finger pointing. We’ll have the coffee pot on and (hopefully) a plate of brownies. We promise to be done by 8:30, but you’re welcome to stay longer if you’d like.

Thank you for considering this request. We believe that by working together we can help your child discover the JOYS OF READING. Can we count on you? 

West Elementary teachers:

Susie Black

Mary Brown

Jane Jones

Nancy Smith

Casey Pierce

Note to Teachers (not to be included in the letter): The “Transforming” chapter in my book, From the Teacher’s Desk, discusses six additional parenting practices that enable and motivate kids to read.

Great Books for Partner Reading –child/adult or two children

.You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Stories to Read Together – by Mary Ann Hoberman, Michael Emberley

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to Read Together – by Mary Ann Hoberman, Michael Emberley

.You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Scary Tales to Read Together – by Mary Ann Hoberman, Michael Emberley
Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices by Paul Fleischman and Eric Beddows. Amazon.com has it for $.96. (Recommended by teachers at a 2007 summer reading conference in Coralville, Iowa.) Appropriate for third and above.

Half and Half and WE BOTH READ are two series published by Treasure Bay. The first part of a Half and Half book is fictional, followed by non-fiction content that relates to the story. There are three reading levels: Easy, Intermediate, and Advanced. These books are good for parent/child, mentor/student, or cross-grade reading buddies.

WE BOTH READ books, designed for shared reading, are exceptionally good. The adult (or proficient reader) reads the left hand side, and the student reads the right hand page (same topic, bigger print, easier vocabulary). These multi-leveled books (some fantasy and some nonfiction) are wonderful for early and struggling readers. To learn more about these books, go to [www.webothread.com].  

Chair bags 

Students can use reading material from their chair bag

*After finishing their work

*During Independent Reading Center time (while teacher is working with another group)

*For “downtime” - waiting for assembly program, special guest’s arrival, etc.

A chair bag (made of denim or heavy cotton) fits over the back of the student’s chair and stays there the entire year. The student should have three print materials in his bag at all times – to be used during down or waiting times. (Some intermediate and middle school teachers also use chair bags for notebooks, etc.) Ask parent volunteers or PTA groups to make the bags. Caution: Do not allow these bags to be used for ANYTHING other than reading (or related academic) material; no apple cores, Kleenex-ex, pencils, etc. The first time you find a "foreign object" in the reading bag, make the punishment fit the crime. (Recess time will be spent reading - in the Principal's office.)

DIRECTIONS: Five-eighths yard of 60” wide material @ $1.00 per yd. makes two bags. Cost per bag (if you get the fabric on sale) is about $.32. Cut fabric in half and trim all four sides with pinking shears (eliminates hemming). Fold one end down approximately 6 inches and the other end in the opposite direction approximately 14 inches. Use sewing machine to stitch both sides. This forms a small pocket to slip over the back of the chair and a larger pocket for the books. For Primary size chairs, a shorter width of material works better. If the width you need isn’t available, trim some off because you don’t want the bag to droop. (I always used denim, but some teachers use heavy cotton and that seems to work well also.


_____________________________________________________

EVERY grade level should have one or more editions of the books that follow:

I Spy, 


Guinness Book of Records 


Ripley’s Believe It or Not 


Where’s Waldo? Issued in paperback in 2007


A few age appropriate graphic novels for “leisure” reading (Kids like the superhero ones best.)

Books for Boys Grades 2 to 6 

Bud, Not Buddy 
Christopher Curtis

Captain Underpants  (series)
Dav Pilkey



The Chocolate Touch
Patrick Catling

The Cool Ghoul Mystery 
Elizabeth Levy

Harry Potter  (series)
J. K. Rowling

Horace Splattly:  The Cupcaked Crusader
Lawrence David

Joey Pigza Loses Control 
Jack Gantos

Shipwreck  (series)
Gordon Korman

Silverwing  (series)
Kenneth Oppel

Books for Teachers

Even Hockey Players Read:  Boys, Literacy, and Learning
David Booth

Great Books for Boys:  More Than 600 Books for Boys 2 to 14 
Kathleen Odean

The following books are “the absolute best” according to one class of fifth graders at West Elementary in Independence, IA.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick (guys)

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith (girls)

The Secret Garden by Frances Burnett (Don’t forget this “old” book – girls still love it)

Lost and Found and all others by Andrew Clements (unisex) 

Holes by Louis Sachar (unisex)

Bedknob and Broomsticks by Mary Norton (This may be a bit “childish” for most 5th graders)

Each Little Bird That Sings by Deborah Wiles (This story deals with death in unusual manner)

Do You Know the Monkey Man? by Dori Butler (unisex mystery caused by family discord)

Deep and Dark and Dangerous by Mary Downing Hahn (unisex mystery)

The BFG and others by Roald Dahl  (Both sexes LOVE Dahl’s books)

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls (Another “old” book that kids love)

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo (Opal adjusts to new town with help from her scruffy dog, Winn-Dixie)

Pictures of Hollis Woods by Patricia Reilly Giff (abandoned girl gets into trouble while trying to adjust to foster homes)

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo. (girls: Story of lonely mouse rejected by his family)

The Name of This Book is Secret by Pseudonymous Bosch. (Unisex)

The Boy Who Dared by Susan Bartoletti (Historical novel based on WW2; unisex)

While subbing in a seventh grade classroom (Feb. ’09) I asked the kids if they would help me compile a list authors that they REALLY, REALLY liked. I said I would share their suggestions with teachers throughout the country. Needless to say, they were “pumped” about helping teachers! This is what they told me. 

Lauren Myracle – Strictly for girls

Gordon Korman – Author of more than 40 books; action packed

Bill Wallace – Fun animal adventures; (Also recommended by media specialist)

R.L. Stine – Teen horror, including Fear Street series (Remember, I’m just the messenger)

Scott Westerfield – Suspense and mystery, including The Uglies series

Margaret Peterson Haddix – Among the Hidden series

Jonathan Stroud – Stories of the supernatural; young adult fantasy

Sonya Sones – Mainly for girls (What My Mother Doesn’t Know) and others

Dav Pilkey – Captain Underpants series and many more (older struggling learners like these)

Mike Lupica – Sports stories for the guys

Anthony Horowitz – Spy adventure

Stephanie Meyer – Twilight Series for girls (“Romantic struggles of Bella and the vampire Edward”)

Kate Dicamillo – Adventure; especially appealing to struggling learners

Lisi Harrison – Strictly for girls

Rich Wallace – Sports stories for the guys

James Patterson – Alex Cross series (Amazon ratings for Patterson’s books are LOW)

Rick Riordan – NYT bestseller Percy Jackson (high school freshman) and the Olympians series

Jenny Nimo – Charlie Bone series. Children have special powers; some use for evil and some for good.

Peg Kheret – Natural disasters and suspense 
Gross books - guaranteed to appeal to boys of all ages (Check with your Principal before you use them.) Incidentally, IRA has endorsed all of these books. Caution: Before introducing any of these, tell the students that they are NOT allowed to use in conversation any of the inappropriate words (such as “fart”) in the school setting, and inform them what the consequences will be if they “forget.”  If you feel uncomfortable using any of the books that follow, remember this: WE HAVE TO MAKE THEM WANT TO READ BEFORE WE CAN MAKE THEM READ WHAT WE WANT THEM TO.

Everyone Poops by Taro Gomi. This book, originally published in Japan, covers poop from elephant to mouse, whale to snake, giraffe to child.
I Have to Go by Robert Munsch, illustrated by Michael Martchenko. The focus in this Canadian book is on a little boy who creates problem after problem despite claiming that he doesn’t have to go to the bathroom.

Farley Farts by Birte Muller. First published in Switzerland, this book recounts the airborne adventures of Farley when he doesn’t allow nature to take its course.
Walter the Farting Dog by William Kotzwinkle and Glenn Murray, illustrated by Audrey Colman. Walter becomes an unlikely hero when a blast of his gas leads to the capture of burglars.
Walter the Farting Dog: Banned From the Beach by William Kotzwinkle and Glenn Murray.

The Dirty Cowboy by Amy Timberlake, illustrated by Adam Rex. When a cowboy finally takes a bath, his own dog doesn’t recognize him without the stench, and the resulting battle leaves the cowboy both naked and once again dirty.
Hands-on Grossology by Sylvia Branzei, illustrated by Jck Keely. This book of “really gross science experiments” allows youngsters to create such substances as fake wounds, phony poo, s’not snot, and fake edible barf.
The Adventures of Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey. This series, which includes episodes such as “The Attack of the Talking Toilets,” takes George and Harold, two adventure-writing boys, through the experience of seeing their principal, Mr. Krupp, turn into a superhero who dashes around in his underwear.

The Day My Butt Went Psycho by Andy Griffiths. This book and its sequel, which originated in Australia, tell the story of a brave young boy and his crazy runaway butt.

The Gas We Pass (The Story of Farts) by Shinta Cho. Both informative and blunt, the book provides young readers with solid facts as well as plenty to snicker about, including some sage advice ("Don't hold them in-pass that gas!") that will send parents everywhere running for the air freshener.

Pee-ew! Is That You, Bertie by David Roberts. Another “smelly” book that will delight kids and make parents groan.

Winchell Cuts the Cheese by Taylor Lee and Peter Van Dijk. Yet another Pork ‘n Beans book that begs to be chuckled at.
Walter the Farting Dog: Trouble at the Yard Sale by William Kotzwinkle. Yes, Walter is back, as gassy as ever. This time, he is at a yard sale, but Father doesn't sell anything, because Walter drives away the customers.

Rough Weather Ahead for Walter the Farting Dog by William Kotzwinkle. Another winner.

Dog Breath by Dav Pilkey. “There once was a dog named Hally, who lived with the Tosis family. Hally Tosis was a very good dog, but she had a big problem.”

Grossology, Grossology and You, Animal Grossology – three books by Sylvia Branzai. Kids (especially boys) of all ages love these gross books.

Bubble Homes & Fish Farts and fourteen more quality science books for kids by Fiona Bayrock and Carolyn Conahan.

Sweet Farts by Raymond Bean. Someone has been farting up a storm at school and everyone thinks Keith Emerson is to blame. Unfortunately for Keith, it has earned him the nickname "S.B.D." (silent but deadly).
FOCUS ON THE CHILD’S INTERESTS

a. Girls prefer fiction that allows them to develop an emotional attachment. Among pre-teen girls, Jacqueline Wilson is overwhelmingly their favorite author. Her books explore growing up and teenage relationships and emotional development. 

b. Boys prefer adventure stories and non-fiction. They like nature and science-related topics, and books about their favorite leisure time activities and associated role models. Boys like short chapters, humor, suspense, and some slightly gross things that make them feel what they are reading is just a tiny bit perverted. Go to http://www.guysread.com for a wealth of practical and useful suggestions on how to motivate the reluctant male reader.  Excellent “Guy” Authors (specialize in books for boys) are David Shannon, Will Hobbs, Gordon Korman, Matthew Zbaracki, Andrew Clements, Matt Christopher, and Jon Scieszka. Shannon advises not placing too much emphasis on literary quality. “If it gets kids to read, and it doesn’t prompt them go out and hurt somebody, go for it.”

Guys Write For Guys Read edited by Jon Scieszka. This is fantastic!

Dude! Stories and Stuff for Boys by David Harrison. (I haven’t seen this one, but the reviews are good.)

The Dangerous Book for Boys by Conn & Hal Iggulden. (Highly recommended by Iowa librarians.)

Great Series for Reluctant Readers: Third Grade and Above
Gregor the Overlander Series (5) by Suzanne Collins – 6th grade and above
Spiderwick Series (5) Holly Black and Tony DiTerlizzi

Series of Unfortunate Events (13) by Lemony Snicket and others

Harry Potter (7) by J.K. Rowling

Witch World Chronicles (8) by Andre Norton

Bluford High (6) by Paul Langan – (7) Anne Schraff. Highly recommended by several middle school teachers

My Weird School (19) by Dan Gutman. Each book highlights a different school employee (teacher, custodian, etc.) Second –fifth graders love them. AR tests available.

Ready Freddy (15) by Abby Klein. Another favorite with third-fifth graders. The word “FIN” is hidden in every illustration. AR tests available.

Percy Jackson and the Olympians (3) by Rick Riordan. Recommended by mom who homeschools two boys, ages 11 and 13.

Among the Hidden (4) by Margaret Peterson Haddix. Sixth grade teachers say these books are fantastic for hooking reluctant readers. TC \l3 "
Twilight (4) by Stephanie Meyer. Eighth through twelfth grades. Iowa teachers tell me older kids love these, but they should not be used with younger kids.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid (5) by Jeff Kinney. Fifth through eighth grade. Super for male reluctant readers. Eight to twelve-year-olds inhale these books, but some parents object to some of the vocabulary such as “moron, jerk, dork, and hot girls.” 

Guardians of Ga’hoole (14) by Kathryn Lasky. Fourth through eighth grade. Both boys and girls like this series.

Hank Zipzer (15) by Henry Winkler.

Leven Thumps (5) by Obert Skye. Fantasy. The kind teachers hate and guys love.

FableHaven (7) by Brandon Mull and Brandon Dorman. Another far out series for guys.

Escapade Johnson (5) by Joy Kolitsky. Fantasy, magic, adventure, and battles.

The 39 Clues (3) by Gordon Korman. Mystery for guys and gals.

Dork (3) by Carol Gorman. Comical tory of a teenage guy who was once a “dork.”

The Million Dollar… (4) by Dan Gutman. Sports for guys.

Books of Ember (7) by Jeanne DuPrau. Page turning suspense – unisex.

Measle and… (3) by Ian Ogilvy. Humor and “scary” tension; great for “immature” boys. 

Super Single Titles: Third Grade and above TC \l5 "
Donuthead by Sue Stauffacher 

Al Capone Does My Shirts -- by Gennifer Choldenko;

Things Not Seen -- by Andrew Clements; (Does phone interview with kids)

Define "Normal" -- by Julie Anne Peters

Soldier Boys by Dean Hughes – Boys 12 and older love this one

Year of the Dog by Grace Lynn – A must for kids of Asian descent

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer (two time Newberry honoree) Age 12 and older

Moose Tracks by Mary Casanova "Other boys took their shotguns out alone, why couldn't he? " 

The Little Giant Book of Whodunits by Hy Conrad. (7th-12th) Very short mysteries to solve. Guys go crazy over these books. When they read one, they’re hooked. Super for partner reading. TC \l3 "
Bud, Not Buddy (Newbery Medal Winner, 2000-- by Christopher Paul Curtis;

(Five additional books by Curtis are also excellent – a must for kids of color)

Harley & Homer and Harley & Homer For Hire by Donna Ciocca (a New Hampshire teacher). These books are incredibly funny and guaranteed to delight boys - 4th and above. 

Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen (Appeals to both sexes but girls particularly love it – fifth through 8th grade).

Harris and Me by Gary Paulson. Middle school kids really dig this one.   TC \l3 "
The way you display books matters - a lot!

*Display books by Genre, Author, or Topic 


*Label displays with “clever” word or phrase


*Change books often


The size of your room (they’re never big enough, are they?) will of course dictate how you display your books, but there are a couple of important principles to keep in mind:


*Kids prefer picking a book from a category they enjoy rather than rifling through a row of “everything but the kitchen sink” books that have only the spine showing.


*If a book is displayed in the same spot for more than two weeks it becomes “part of the woodwork” and its appeal is gone.


*A frontal view of a book’s cover is far more inviting than the spine. The next time you’re in a public library or mainline bookstore, make a mental note of how they display their books. They attempt to catch the reader’s attention by showing the front of books and you need to try and do the same.

Fourth grade teacher Kay Grover of Independence, IA houses her books for checkout in heavy cardboard “magazine” boxes (used in libraries) and by category. Her students never seem to have a problem finding a book that suits their interests. All boxes are labeled.

Historical Fiction

Little House on the Prairie

Series of Unfortunate Events

Harry Potter

Newberry Award

Children’s Choice

Realistic Fiction

Mystery

Fables & Fairytales

Fantasy

Humorous Fiction

Science Fiction

Andrew Clements

Betty Ren Wright

Zilpha Keatley Snyder

Gary Paulson

Appeal to Their Vanity

(This is a copy of an article I wrote for Reading Today – March/April 2008)


Does this profile fit a majority of your students? They...

*
Are reluctant readers

*
Detest book reports

*
Embrace computers

*
Crave recognition


If you answered “no,” you stand alone. If you answered “yes,” read on. Help is a mouse click away.


Ideally, the traditional student-written book report accomplishes three objectives: The student reads a book; learns how to organize and record his thoughts in a meaningful manner; is motivated to read another book by the same author or in the same genre. Realistically, it achieves none of these goals because the assignment turns the kid off. What’s the solution? If they don’t learn the way we teach, teach the way they learn.


Appeal to the student’s vanity by letting him see his book review (remove “report” from your vocabulary) published on the Internet. When kids know that people around the world will be reading their reviews, they put extra thought and effort into their work. When they see their reviews published and hear their families rave about their work, they’re inspired to do it again. Recognition is a powerful motivator.


Some teachers post student reviews on the classroom’s homepage, some use the district’s Web site, and some publish on one or more of the commercial sites listed below. All are effective. 


Children at any grade level can write reviews for publication, but little kids need someone to do the typing and posting. Middle and high school students, computer clubs, parent volunteers, and para-professionals make good candidates. The following sites all publish student book reviews. Some also publish artwork and other forms of student writing.


* www.amazon.com (Amazon)


To post review, type the title of the book in the Search box. Near the bottom of that book’s page look for the link that says: "I have read this book and want to review it." No purchase necessary.


* www.bn.com (Barnes & Noble) Same procedure as Amazon. Use “Customer Reviews” link.


* www.learningunlimitedllc.com (Learning Unlimited)


Student emails review to ktyson – at – learningunlimitedllc.com  


* www.worldofreading.org (Ann Arbor District Library)


Accepts book reviews, poems and short stories.


* www.bookshelf.com (Kids Book Shelf)


Accepts reviews, poems, and short stories. Site creator Christina Lewis says, “If they’re old enough to pick up a pencil and write, I’ll put it on my site.”


* http://www.bookhooks.com (Book Hooks) Posts reviews, stories, poems and drawings.

Weekly Log for INDEPENDENT (not assigned) Reading TC \l2 "
1.A magazine article about Michael Jordan________________

2.Chapter 7 in Little House on the Prairie_________________

3.The jokes in Ranger Rick____________________________

4.Ultimate Superman________________________________

5.The menu at McDonald’s_______________________

6.Pages 38-112 in Traveling Into Outer Space_____________

7.Email from Grandma_______________________________

8.A recipe for Ooey Gooey Chocolate Delight_____________

9.Directions for programing my cell phone__________________
Suggestions for using Reading Log

*Display reading logs in prominent place (not in your desk drawer).

*Every child must record one line – no more, no less – at designated time each week.

*If student has done no unassigned reading during the week he writes, “I read nothing this week.”

*Do not require information about author, illustrator, etc.

*Do not ask parents to sign a “reading verification” slip and do not grill the student about what he has read. (You don’t have the time.) Use the “honor system” and hope for the best. Sure, some will be less than truthful, but the advantages of skipping the “drill and kill” exercises outweigh the disadvantages.

*Class assigned reading should not be recorded.
Using Video Games to Hook Readers

A recent craze (causing a lot of disagreement among educators) involves the use of video games as bait to hook readers. When PJ Haarsma wrote his first book, a science fiction novel for pre-teenagers, he didn’t think just about how to describe Orbis, the planetary system where the story takes place. He also thought about how it should look and feel in a video game. The online game Mr. Haarsma designed extends beyond the fictional world of the novel; it also allows readers to play in it. Mr. Haarsma intentionally gives gamers who might not otherwise pick up a book a clear incentive to read: One way players advance is by answering questions with information from the novel. 

This fall (2008) Scholastic released “The Maze of Bones,” the first installment in a 10-book mystery series that is tied to a Web-based game. In advance of the publication of “Brisingr,” the third book in the best-selling “Inheritance” fantasy series by Christopher Paolini, Random House Children’s Books commissioned an online game. About 51,000 people have signed up since June to play and chat on message boards on the site.

Some researchers say that even when children don’t read much text, they are picking up skills that can help them thrive in a visually oriented digital world. And some educational experts say video games stimulate reading in blogs and strategy guides for players, even if they don’t motivate kids to read the novel they are based on. Gaming advocates suggest that even if video games don’t motivate more traditional reading, they have the potential to teach players how to absorb visual information and think strategically. 

I’m sure most (if not all) of us would rather see kids read a book than play a video game, but…IF THEY DON’T LEARN THE WAY YOU TEACH, TEACH THE WAY THEY LEARN.
Comics and Graphic Novels TC \l5 "
Teachers and librarians throughout the country are having great success in getting “reading sucks” kids into the wonderful world of books via comics and graphic novels. The topic is far too extensive to cover in this handout, but I’d be happy to email you (at no charge) my 22-page paper on that topic. Just go to my Website at www.theteachersdesk.com, click on the Contact button and ask for “Doing It Their Way.” In the meantime, you may want to consider the following items:

www.noflyingnotights.com. Graphic novel web site operated by Carey Memorial Library in Lexington, MA. Site lists age-appropriate recommended novels.

http://my.voyager.net/~sraiteri/graphicnovels.htm. This site lists the best and the worst graphic novels currently available.

www.nyccbm.org. The New York City Comic Book Museum offers a comics curriculum for classroom use at no cost.
Red Brick and Rosen Publishing: These two companies usually have vendors at IRA conferences. Check out their nonfiction titles. Several are very good. 
For 5th grade and above, try the Broken Sky series (seven books to date), but be sure to start with the first one published. It has the appearance of a chapter book but the vocabulary (combined with the graphics) makes it manageable for kids who are stymied by “print-only” books. This is a series that boys can’t get enough of and teachers tell me they really do hook struggling readers.

Websites

There are thousands of Websites for kids, but 90% of them are inappropriate, boring, or ineffective. There are, however, several that require reading, demand critical thinking, and appeal to kids. I have compiled a list of sixty (by topic and grade level and with a short description) that I believe are exceptionally good. If you would like the list, go to my Website at www.theteachersdesk.com, click on the Contact button and ask for “If You Can’t Beat ‘em, Join ‘em.” Yes, it’s free.

www.freerice.com Grades 4 and up. NEW! A Kentucky teacher told me about this site and it is truly addictive – even for adults. Categories: Art, Chemistry, English (grammar and vocab.), Geography (identifying countries on the map and world capitals), Foreign Languages, and the Multiplication Table. With each correct answer twenty grains of rice are donated through the UN World Food Program to help end hunger. A changing rice bowl graphic and running tally (adjacent to the correct or corrected answer) motivates kids to get a higher score and donate more food. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IF YOU CAN’T BEAT ‘EM, JOIN ‘EM

Fifteen-year old Nadia Konyk’s of Berea, Ohio is addicted to the Internet. She regularly spends at least six hours a day in front of the computer. A slender, chatty blonde who wears black-framed plastic glasses, Nadia checks her e-mail and peruses myyearbook.com, a social networking site, reading messages or posting updates on her mood. She searches for music videos on YouTube and logs onto Gaia Online, a role-playing site where members fashion alternate identities as cutesy cartoon characters. But she spends most of her time on quizilla.com or fanfiction.net, reading and commenting on stories written by other users and based on books, television shows or movies. 

Recommended Teen Turf Titles
The Invention of Hugo by Brian Selznick

Dragon Rider by Cornelia Funke

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

Gregor series by Suzanne Collins

Attolia series by Megan Whalen Turner

Reaching for Sun by Tracie Vaughn Zimmer

Collected Poems for Children by Ted Hughes

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: A Novel in Cartoons by Jeff Kinney

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munroz Ryan

Star of Kazan by Eva Ibbotson

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares (first of series)

The Owl Service by Alan Garner

Sabriel by Garth Nix (first of a trilogy)

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

The Ear, the Eye and the Arm by Nancy Farmer

A Little Piece of Ground by Elizabeth Laird and Sonia Nimr

Dangerous Angels by Francesca Lia Block

The Secret Under My Skin by Janet McNaughton

Howl’s Moving Castle by Diana Wynne Jones

Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo

The Thought of High Windows by Lynne Kositsky

Monster by Walter Dean Myeers

Angeline by Karleen Bradford

On the Wings of Heroes by Richard Peck

A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula LeGuin

I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak

Silverwing by Kenneth Oppel

Artemis Fowl (series of 8 books) by Eoin Colfer. Artemis Fowl is a 12-year old boy who just happens to be both a genius and a criminal mastermind. Two of the series have been made into graphic novels, and are wildly popular. A Kentucky teacher says her eighth grade son was a reluctant (VERY reluctant) reader until he read an Artemis Fowl _ at that time only one had been published – graphic novel. He loved it so much that he then read the six prose Artemis Fowl books. In August 2009 a second graphic novel was released. 

From Reading Today - August/September 2006

Book Club for Boys
“Some communities have successfully experimented with book clubs aimed at males. The key to success for such clubs is to find reading materials that get the boys motivated, whether they be books or the lyrics to hip hop songs or student written rap. 

“At the 2006 IRA annual convention, Timothy Weih of the University of Northern Iowa described a research project that involved setting up an offsite book club for middle school boys. The 10 boys, ages 13-15, were given the choice of several books to read: they selected Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko. The five-week club, which was facilitated by a man (retired teacher) and met after school at a local bookstore, ended with a conference call with the author. The club was so successful that two subsequent book clubs were formed.” 

“Based on his observations of the book club in action, Weih offered these recommendations for people considering similar projects:

*Bear in mind the types of books boys typically like and let them make the actual choices themselves. Provide limited choices, do book talks for the suggested titles, and then have the boys vote. 

*Examine many characteristics of the book, including style and format.

*Model what you hope to get back in terms of discussion.

*Get boys who know each other.

*Provide snacks. 

Jacquie’s Note: I have had the opportunity to see several student book clubs (boys, girls and mixed) in action – including the one Dr. Weih wrote about - and it truly is a magical thing. Kids are there by choice (many feel they do not “fit in” with the athletic crowd), and a book club allows them to socialize with students of like interests. I have visited at IRA conferences with several BIG-name authors who do end-of-book telephone conference calls, and they tell me they actually love doing it. If you’re interested in this type of venue, go to the author’s Website, use the “contact” button, and see what you can set up. 

Following a request I made at an IRA conference in Tunica, MS, I received the following letter from a seventh grader, Josh Hereen. I have corrected a few spelling errors, but nothing else has been changed. His account of what turned him on to reading is too good not to share. 

Dear Mrs. McTaggart,
Mr. Baines is my teacher. You met him at some reading meeting for teachers in Tunica, MS. He said you wanted to hear from somebody that likes to read now but didn’t use to like to read. That’s me for sure. He says you want to know what it was that turned us on to books. Well let me tell you that it was Mr. Baines. Mr. Baines is the coolest guy in the world. You won’t believe this but he actually played football at Mississippi College. He says he wasn’t very good but I know he is lying. He is awesome so he would be good at anything he did. And do you want to know what’s weird? He loves to read. He says that reading ranks right up there with football and his wife. He doesn’t have any kids yet. Well I can understand why he ranks reading almost as high as football but I’m not sure about the wife part. Girls are dumb. But anyway I guess what you really want to know is how I came to like books at this late stage of my life. I am in seventh grade and Mr. Baines is my teacher. Did I already tell you that? Anyway on the first day of school this year Mr. Baines told us about his Reading Rocks program and now I will tell you about it. Mr. Baines has two shelves in our room with only the kind of books that kids like on them. There is a sign above the top shelf that says Reading Rocks Books. No dumb books are on those shelves except the ones that girls like like Sarah Plain and Tall. Anyway every Monday is Reading Rocks day for one hour. Mr. Baines picks one book from the shelf and tells a little about it and reads a part of it to us. He always stops reading at a really exciting part when we will want to know what happens next. And then comes the cool part. Anyone who wants a chance to check out the book gets to put his name in Mr. Baines’ football helmet and the name that is drawn out is the winner. Lots of times he has quite a few copies of the book and when he does there is a name drawn for each book. Sometimes he has other books by that author too and when he does there are also names drawn for those books. Anybody’s name who doesn’t get drawn but had their name in the helmet gets to pick a different book from the Reading Rocks shelf if they want to. Mr. Baines takes turns with the kinds of books he shares. The first week he shared a book that he thought everybody would like. I think it was called Flipped. The second week he shares a book that boys like and the third week he shares a book that girls like. And then he starts over again. We never have to put our name in the helmet if we don’t want a chance to check out the book he shares but most of us always want a chance. But sometimes I don’t want a chance at the girlie books. Girls are so dumb. On those weeks I just check out a book from Mr. Baines Reading Rocks shelf. Well now you know why I like to read now. My mom is real proud of me and she hopes I will keep reading next year when I am in 8th grade and not in Mr. Baines room. I think I will. I hope I have answered your questions. I never wrote to a famous person before and I am kind of scared about whether or not you will like my letter. If you do will you please let me know?

Your friend,

Josh Hereen

Jacquie’s note: I responded to Josh’s email and told him that I loved his letter. I also told him that I am not famous, but I am special. Why? Because I’m a teacher...just like you.





